
The Song of the Whole Heart 
  

“Glory to God in the high est!”  (Luke 2:14)

hen sin bur dens the con science and makes it
bit ter and when you would like to be free from
it a thou sand times but you have no way of be -
com ing free from it then and for the first time

you will learn to eval u ate the Sav ior and His birth.
You have re ally tried a self-im prove ment pro cess. 

You have tried pray ing, strug gling, bat tling.  But in your
piti ful help less ness you have only sunk deeper and
deeper into your own sin and wretch ed ness.  Per haps you 
were ready to give up hope, all hope.  But then you heard
some thing about Je sus, that set your heart free; then for
the first time you learned to rightly eval u ate and ap pre ci -
ate the Sav ior and His birth. 

When you have re ceived the pre cious gift of faith so
you can see your per fect re demp tion and your sat is fy ing
righ teous ness in Christ then and for the first time you will 
ex pe ri ence what it means to re joice in Christ.  Then you
will eval u ate aright the di vine Child.  There will be grat i -
tude in your heart for Him.  Then, from your heart, you
will ac knowl edge the prophet’s words, “They joy be fore
Thee ac cord ing to the joy in har vest when they di vide
the spoil.  For the yoke of his bur den and the staff of his
shoul der thou hast bro ken as in the day of Midian.”
(Isa iah 9:3-4)  Not un til then, but then you can say from
your whole heart, “Glory to God in the High est.”  He
who has ex pe ri enced such a re lease is a Chris tian; he has
faith, he alone can cel e brate CHRISTMAS aright.

BUT let none ever think that the be liev ers al ways
have such a joy and peace.  No, no, just as other fruits of
the Spirit have just be gun so this also has just be gun but

of ten bro ken off and hin dered by dif fer ent kinds of
hindrances.  The be liev ers must at time ex pe ri ence much
dark ness, in dif fer ence, sor row and many af flic tions. 
There fore, they need to be cel e brat ing Christ mas con -
stantly re turn ing to this foun tain of com fort and joy, be -
hold ing GOD in the CHILD.  Be cause of this con stant
need of the com fort and peace which Je sus only gives
they also re main chil dren –- never be com ing grad u ates. 
They never be come great and in de pend ent men spir i tu -
ally such as have out grown the med i ta tions of child hood,
in other words they al ways re main chil dren.

WE al ways need the child like heart and mind as we
so journ at the man ger of JESUS.

The Song of the Heav enly Host

“Glory to God in the High est, and on earth peace
among men in whom He is well pleased.”  (Luke 2:14)

Thus sang the an gelic cho rus sent from Heaven on
the morn ing of Je sus’ birth (In car na tion) when the mes -
sage was pro claimed: “For there is born unto you this
day in the city of Da vid a Sav ior.”  “And sud denly
there was with the an gel a mul ti tude of the heav enly
host prais ing God and say ing: “Glory to God in the
high est, and on earth peace among men in whom He is 
well pleased.”

How much more then ought not we who are mem bers 
of man kind and so won der fully blest, we to whom the
good tid ings ap ply re joice and sing this praise unto the
LORD?  

This theme brings joy to the faith ful hearts; it is pre -
cious to them.  Yes, it is in it self so great, glo ri ous and full 
of joy that he who can rightly see and be lieve the Di vine
Mir a cle of grace and love un der ly ing it, would hardly be
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able to live be cause of its
great joy.  Such a one filled
with un speak able joy should
be prais ing GOD and con -
stantly sing ing in his heart,
“Glory to GOD in the high -
est.”

Surely there is none on
earth who can fully be lieve
and think this through!  Be -
cause of this the be liev ers are 
so rich in joy.  They pos sess
a type of joy that none else in 
the world can give them.  It’s
the kind of joy never pos -
sessed by any one but he who 
be lieves.

Here you can put to the
test the metal and the qual ity
of your god li ness.  A true
Chris tian joy as all other true 
joy in Christ is an un mis tak -
able mark of a true Chris tian.  
True, there are many who at
Christ mas-time may be
filled with glo ri ous feel ings
of fes tiv ity.  BUT to be so
glad per son ally only be cause 
of the SAVIOR him self and
His birth that one be gins to
love, praise and speak of
HIM, this one can not do un -
less he is a be liever in Christ, 
not even for half an hour.

Thy Cross (A book of
Daily De vo tions) by Carl
Olof Rosenius.
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“It was good the

day Je sus found

me; better for

each day He keeps 

me; best the day

He takes me

home.”

Pas tor Lars
Stalsbroten



Always Rejoicing 
By Dr. Ol i ver B. Greene 

“Re joice in the Lord al ways; and again, 
I say, Re joice.”  (Philippians 4:4)

Philippians is an epis tle of joy.  In it the word “re -
joice” or “re joiced” is used eleven times and “joy” is used 
six times.  Paul is not quot ing what some one else has
said; he is speak ing from his own heart.  And re mem ber
that at the time of this writ ing, he was in bonds, chained
to a Ro man guard.

But in spite of the fact that he was a pris oner soon to
come to trial be fore the courts, he re joiced.  Re gard less of 
what might hap pen to him, he counted it all joy to suf fer
for Christ’s sake.  

This is the same man who, in the dun geon in Philippi, 
sang praises to God and prayed – a praise ser vice which
re sulted in re vival and the found ing of the Philippian
church.   

No tice Paul (God, the Holy Spirit) says, “Re joice in
the Lord al ways”!  It is easy to re joice when ev ery one is
say ing nice things about us, when the sun is shin ing,
when our names are listed in Who’s Who and we are “on
top” in ev ery re spect.  But Paul said, “Re joice …al -
ways.”  To the Thessalonians he said, “Re joice ev er -
more.” (I Thessalonians 5:16)

It was Paul who said, “I know whom I have be lieved,
and am per suaded that he is able to keep that which I
have com mit ted unto him against that day.” (II Tim o thy
1:12)

It was Paul who, in spired of God, penned the as sur -
ance that “if God be for us, who can be against us?”
Romans 8:31. He goes on to ask, “Who shall sep a rate us
from the love of Christ?  Shall trib u la tion, or dis tress, or
per se cu tion, or fam ine, or na ked ness, or peril, or sword?
(vs. 35)

And the an swer is given; “Nay, in all these things we
are more than con quer ors through him that loved us”
(vs. 37)

It is the priv i lege of be liev ers to re joice –- not at cer -
tain pe ri ods un der cer tain con di tions and cir cum stances,
but in all things at all times we can re joice in God and in
our Sav ior Je sus Christ.

Ev ery thing around us may change, but our Sav ior
changes not –- and He is our source of JOY.

Necessity Of 
Expectant Prayer!

“So, Joshua did as Mo ses said to him, and fought
with Amalek.  And Mo ses, Aaron, and Hur went up to
the top of the hill.  And so it was, when Mo ses held up 
his hand, that Is rael pre vailed; and when he let down
his hand,  Amalek pre vailed.  But Mo ses’ hands be -
came heavy; so, they took a stone and put it un der

him, and he sat on it.  And Aaron and Hur sup ported
his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other
side; and his hands were steady un til the go ing down

of the sun.  So, Joshua de feated Amalek.”  
(Ex o dus 17:10-13a)

Most cer tainly the bat tle is not make-be lieve or a
night mare and it is fu ri ous and if you don’t think so, then
you are not in the ‘front-lines’ where you ought to be!

Be loved, while Joshua was ac tively en gaged in the
bat tle, re in force ments were be hind the line sup port ing;
and that is not only a pic ture/story of TODAY, but very
real!  The en emy does not give-up eas ily and Sa tan
knows his time is com ing to an end.  WE (you & I) are in
a bat tle not only against sin, the old na ture and the devil;
but sec u larly, po lit i cally, and SPIRITUALLY!  The
forces of the evil-one are at tack ing on all fronts and they
are out to stran gle us.  “For false Christs and false
proph ets will rise and show great signs and won ders to
de ceive, if pos si ble, even the elect.” (Mat thew 24:24)

The text deals with more or less a phys i cal bat tle; but
it was in tense!  While Joshua fought, Mo ses prayed.  As
long as Mo ses held up his hands in prayer, Is rael pre -
vailed in bat tle, but when his hands drooped, Amalek
pre vailed.  (Now please think of this min is try as part of
the forces (Is rael) in the ‘front-lines’ and Mo ses as the
Morn ing Glory reader-land). This bat tle was not won by
Is rael’s fight ing abil ity, but the bat tle was re ally won
through prayer.  What a good re minder to pray for this
min is try at least once a day. Maybe not ev ery one at this
time can give/in vest in this the Lord’s Work fi nan cially;
but ALL can pray! Thank you.

Editor

Be hold the throne of grace!

The prom ise calls us near!

To seek our God and Fa ther’s face,

Who loves to an swer prayer.
            John New ton

Keep on Pray ing till the Light Breaks Through!
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The Teaching of Scripture 
is Clear and Decisive 

(Ex cerpt from The Bond age of the Will by Lu ther))

But be cause we have been so long per suaded of the
op po site, by that pes ti lent dic tum of the Soph ists, that
the Scrip tures are ob scure and equiv o cal, we are com -
pelled to be gin by prov ing this very first prin ci ple of
ours, by which all else must be proved (a pro ce dure
which to phi los o phers would seem ir ra tio nal and im pos -
si ble!).

First, Mo ses says in Deu ter on omy 17:8 that, if a dif -
fi cult mat ter co mes into, men must go to the place which 
God has cho sen for His name, and there con sult the
priests who are to judge it ac cord ing to the Law of the
Lord.  ‘Ac cord ing to the Law of the Lord’, he says; but
how will they thus judge, if the Law of the Lord is not,
ex ter nally, as clear as can be, so that they may be sat is -
fied about it?  Else it would have been enough to say:
‘ac cord ing to their own spirit!’.  Why, un der any and ev -
ery gov ern ment all is sues be tween all par ties are set tled
by the laws.  But how could they be set tled if the laws
were not per fectly clear, and were truly as lights among
the peo ple? If the laws were equiv o cal and un cer tain,
not only would no is sues be set tled, but no sure stan -
dards of con duct would ex ist.  …  If laws need to be lu -
mi nous and def i nite in sec u lar so ci et ies, where only
tem po ral is sues are con cerned, and such laws have in fact
been be stowed by Di vine bounty upon the world, how
should He not give to Chris tians, His own peo ple and His
elect, laws as and rules of much greater clar ity and cer -
tainty by which to ad just and set tle them selves and all is -
sues be tween them?  (Ed. Then the book, The Bond age of 
the Will quotes the fol low ing verses: Psalm 19:8, Psalm
119:130, Isa iah 8:20, Zech. 2, (Mi cah 2:7, Psalm 119,
143:10, Romans 1:2, 3:21, II Co rin thi ans chap ters 3 & 4,
II Pe ter 1:19,  etc.,…)  In a word: if Scrip ture is ob scure or 
equiv o cal, why need it have been brought down to us by
act of GOD?  II Tim o thy 3:16… I am sure that I have al -
ready made my self bur den some, even to slow-witted
read ers, by dwell ing so long and spend ing so much
strength on a point that is as clear as can be.  But I had to
do it in or der to over throw that shame less blas phemy that
the Scrip tures are ob scure… Those who deny the per fect
clar ity and plain ness of the Scrip tures leave us noth ing
but dark ness.  If part of the lamp does not shine, then it is
a part of the dark place rather than part of the lamp! 
When HE en light ened us, Christ did not in tend that part
of His Word should be left ob scure to us, for HE com -
mands us to mark the WORD; and this com mand is
point less if the WORD is not clear.  

So, if the doc trine of ‘free-will’ is ob scure or am big -
u ous, then it is no con cern of Chris tians, nor of the
Scrip tures, and should be left alone en tirely and classed
among the fa bles which Paul con demns in con ten tious
Chris tians (I Tim o thy 4:7).  But if it is a mat ter of con -
cern to Chris tians and to the Scrip tures, then it ought to
be clear, open and plain, just like all the other ar ti cles,
which are per fectly plain.  All the ar ti cles (Ed. doc -
trines) which Chris tians hold should be both fully cer -
tain to them selves, and also sup ported against
op po nents by such plain and clear Scrip tures as to stop
all their mouths, so that they can say noth ing in re ply. 
This was the bur den of Christ’s prom ise to us: ‘I will
give you a mouth and wis dom which all your ad ver sar -
ies shall not be able to re sist.’  But if our mouth is weak
at this point, so that our ad ver sar ies can re sist, HIS state -
ment that no ad ver sary should be able to re sist our
mouth is false.  On this doc trine of ‘free will’, there fore
ei ther we shall have no ad ver sar ies (which will be the
case if it is not our busi ness) or, if it is our busi ness, we
shall have ad ver sar ies, cer tainly, but such shall not be
able to re sist us.      

Excerpts from Martin Luther on The Bondage of the
Will, © Fleming H. Revell Co.

The Rem edy 

By M. R. DeHaan 

What is the rem edy?  Is rael found it easy if they
would sim ply ob serve their rules of diet – clean and un -
clean foods.  They sim ply could not go where un clean
foods were served.  And therein lies our rem edy.  It is a
mat ter of diet.

The child of God, to main tain fel low ship, must eat
clean food, clean spir i tual food.  First on the list is the
manna of God’s Word.  That must be the main course. 
Side dishes should con sist of good Chris tian lit er a ture
and books.  Prayer pro vides his bev er age; and for des -
sert, psalms and hymns and spir i tual songs.

I don’t want to be con sid ered a prude or an an ti -
quated fos sil; but when I look over the av er age be -
liever’s menu, I do not won der why we have lost our
wit ness and power.

“One touch from Heaven brings us to our 

knees, sets us on our feet, opens our lips

and strength ens us; to will and to do that

which is good.”  —  Mat thew Henry
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Ed i to rial 
RES

SEEN AND UNSEEN, HEARD AND UNHEARD
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  (II Co rin thi ans 5:7)

“For Christ has not en tered the holy places
made with hands, which are cop ies of the true, but
into heaven it self, now to ap pear in the pres ence of
God for us.”  (He brews 9:24)

There is only one great High Priest, our Lord Je sus 
Christ.  His work is unique and in fi nitely su pe rior to
that of the Aaronic priests who en tered the ho li est of
all only once a year (with blood of a sac ri fice).  The
Holy of Holies was a sa cred place be yond the last cur -
tain and a place to place the blood upon the Mercy
Seat.  A rope was tied about waist of the High Priest so
that if he did not re turn unto the peo ple, they could pull 
his dead body out of the Holy of Holies.  A cloud of in -
cense cov er ed the mercy seat (Lev. 16:13).  Our Lord
is in the pres ence of GOD now!  HE has an un bro ken
com mu nion with the Fa ther (& Holy Spirit) and HE
ever lives to make in ter ces sion for us. (He brews 7:25) 
This work is “for us.”  It should hum ble us to think
and know that HE la bors (In ter cedes at the right hand
of GOD) on be half of each and ev ery child of GOD).
“For there is one God and one Me di a tor be tween
God and men:  The Man Christ Je sus.” (I Tim o thy
2:5)  “My lit tle chil dren, I am writ ing these things to
you that you may not sin. And if any one sins, we have
an Ad vo cate with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ the righ -
teous; and He Him self is the pro pi ti a tion for our sins;
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole
world.” (I John 2:1-2) IMAGINE the King of kings,
send ing forth His Only Be got ten Son sent forth from a
per fect at mo sphere & sur round ings to a sin ful world
that would at large re ject HIM; yet be com ing the one
and only PERFECT SACRIFICE for your sins and
mine that you and I are saved by FAITH ALONE,
WORD ALONE & GRACE ALONE!  What a GIFT;
the gift of all gifts, the PEARL of Great Price; as
JESUS was born to die and you and I are born to live. 
As the say ing goes; ‘born once – die twice or born
twice and die once’!  What are you do ing with this
price less Gift or is the sign still up say ing, “No
Room”?  “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call
His name Je sus, for it is He who will save His peo ple
from their sins.” (Mat thew 1:21)  What a HIGH

PRIEST!  Our risen Sav ior (de liv erer) was seen by
many (1 Co rin thi ans 15:1-11.)

Most cer tainly do not add nor sub tract what
Scrip ture states; for God says what He means and
means what He says.  You know, the Old Tes ta ment
and the New Tes ta ment are in to tal com pete har mony. 
The BIBLE is kind of like pho tog ra phy with the Old
Tes ta ment being the neg a tive and the New Tes ta ment
be ing the “de vel oped pic ture.”  (A lit tle thought/ques -
tion: How many wise-men/kings came to wor ship
JESUS when he was approx. Two years old?  Scrip ture 
does n’t re ally say!) Rev e la tion 22:18-19.

In the mean time; we are saved to serve our great
High Priest (as am bas sa dors) by HIS Grace; what a
priv i lege and “re spon si bil ity”!   Ephe sians 2:10: “For
we are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus for
good works, which God pre pared be fore-hand that
we should walk in them.”   

“Then I heard a voice from heaven say ing to
me; ‘write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on,’ ‘Yes,” says the Spirit, that they
may rest from their la bors, and their works fol low
them.’”    Rev e la tion 14:13 – (un der lining mine). 

WHAT a day it will be when in HEAVEN we en -
joy ing sit ting at the ban quet ta ble, cel e brat ing both
Christ mas and Easter’s re al ity!  Will you be there?
WORTHY IS THE Lamb THAT WAS SLAIN BUT
IS ALIVE EVERMORE! 

In the mean time, may you and yours have a truly
blessed CHRISTMAS SEASON, per haps sitting at
someones’ ban quet ta ble, AND a joy ous and blessed
New Year!

‘Great are the of fices He bears, and bright His
char ac ter ap pears,

Ex alted on the throne; in songs of sweet un tir -
ing praise,

We would be ev er last ing day, make all His glo -
ries known.’

S. Medley
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From Our Fellowship Circle

B. N. Bis marck, ND 
Please add the name of …to the mail ing list of the Morn -
ing Glory.

Have you con sid ered a sub scrip tion fee?

I en joy the Morn ing Glory with the va ri ety of news
worldly items.  

The name that I re quested, just added, is a newly con -
verted Cath o lic; please pray for him.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Yes, we of the HLIF Board con sider set -
ting a fee ev ery so of ten; but as a min is try op er at ing by
faith; the LORD has hon ored the same and the sub scrip -
tion list has grown no tice ably, as a whole.  The ac tual
cost for us (as a whole) runs around twenty-five dol lars
a year.

N. F. Rudd, IA
I re ally ap pre ci ate your ef forts to spread the GOOD
NEWS in our con fused and hurt ing world.

C. H. Inver Grove Heights, MN
Please find en closed a gift to ward my sub scrip tion of
the Morn ing Glory.

My hus band … passed away in May – I am so thank ful
that he knew the Lord Je sus Christ as his per sonal Sav -
ior and I am trust ing in this same per son, Je sus and seek -
ing to let the Holy Spirit to lead and guide me each day! 
Our GOD is FAITHFUL!

Please change the ad dress name too… Thank you and
God Bless You!

R. N. Flaxton, ND
Please send the Morn ing Glory to…  En closed please
find a do na tion of $ …

For the Lord’s Work, also.

Cri sis Af ter Cri sis Threatens the USA

By Dr. Shel don Smith 

Just when you think you’ve seen and heard just
about ev ery thing, you are alarmed to dis cover that an -
other cri sis has hit.

One of my great est con cerns is that the Amer i can
peo ple will not be alarmed.  Es pe cially am I con cerned
to see so many churches cave in to the pres sures and buy 
into what ever cul tural is sues are trending at the mo -
ment.

The so-called “woke” cul ture is noth ing more and
noth ing less than a wicked at tack on our faith, our fam i -
lies and our free dom.  We should know by now that
“woke is no joke.”  It is not funny, but very, very se ri ous.

Right along side the “woke” rev o lu tion ar ies you’ll
find the “can cel” cul ture.  If you do not agree with them
or if you dare to ex er cise your First Amend ment free
speech rights, they will shut you off and shut you down
in or der to shut you up! 

Big Tech and any num ber of large cor po ra tions
have now charted a “woke” agenda for their com pa nies.  
In their think ing it is not enough for them to be “woke,”
but they also are on the at tack against any body and ev -
ery body who does n’t go “woke” with them. 

I’ve said for years that many lib er als are mean. 
They are in tol er ant and vi cious.  They may play nice
when they get their way, but let them get full charge and
they will show their ty ran ni cal and to tal i tar ian in stincts. 

Build ing on a foun da tion of athe ism, hu man ism, he -
do nism and so cial ism their Marx ist ide als de mand that
they get con trol of the gov ern ment, the me dia, the
schools and even the churches.

This a war but it is a war from within.  Out side
forces are not storm ing our shores (at least not yet), but
they have crept in among us.  In a stealthy man ner they
have gained ac cess and po si tioned them selves in many
places.  They are in the gov ern ment, the me dia, the
schools, and YES, the churches.  They are rev o lu tion ar -
ies who hate us and they want to de stroy all we know
and all we trea sure.

IF this non sense is not stopped, our coun try (USA)
will im plode from within!  

With the weak lead er ship we now have in the White
House, the rest of the world is mock ing our coun try. 

Could China or Rus sia un der take an all-out ef fort to
over run us and in vade our Na tion?  

Could Iran, the Taliban and other such groups send
their ter ror ists through our south ern bor der to go about
their deadly as sign ments?

Well, I don’t think you have to be an in ter na tional
ex pert on for eign af fairs to fig ure out the an swer to both
of those ques tions.

Are we in a mess?  I mean, is the coun try in real
trou ble?  Yes, we are!

EXCERPT from Sword of the Lord – Dr. Sheldon
Smith is the Editor of Sword of the Lord.



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

What Are The Children Watching?

A re cent re port by the In sider made it clear that
LGBTQ pro duc ers are hard at work at in flu encing chil -
dren’s programing with their LGBTQ agenda. 
Transgender and nonbinary char ac ters and storylines are
on the rise in chil dren’s an i mated shows.  There are cur -
rently 259 LGBTQ char ac ters try ing to find their way
into your home via an i mated kids’ shows.  As par ents and 
grand par ents, we need to be aware of the in crease of such 
pro gram ming at tempts to in flu ence and de sen si tize our
chil dren to this un godly agenda. …The Walt Dis ney
Com pany, once con sid ered fam ily friendly en ter tain -
ment, has been do ing its part to help nor mal ize and pro -
mote the LGBTQ life style for a num ber of years. 

Source: cbn.com

Ed i tor’s Note: Re mem ber, we live in a very sin ful
world around us and also bat tle against the world within
us!

Street Preacher Arrested 

Ryan Schiavo was preach ing in the streets of Lon don 
this past sum mer and was ar rested.  His “crime” was stat -
ing that ho mo sex u al ity was a sin.  He also talked about
how the transgender agenda that is be ing taught in the
school is ac tu ally dam ag ing chil dren.  One young woman 
who heard him was of fended and called the po lice, who
ar rested him.  He was in cus tody for ten hours.  They did
a men tal health eval u a tion and even tu ally re leased him. 
Schiavo, who is an Amer i can, stated, “It’s time for the
Church to wake up and be pre pared for per se cu tion. 
Free dom of speech and ex pres sion are very much un der
at tack in the West ern world, and I’m con cerned that
many of these West ern coun tries are be com ing com mu -
nist.” 

Christianpost.com

Liberals Climate Scare, Unscientific,
Silly  

A Brit ish Vogue ar ti cle … ask(ed) the ques tion, “Is
hav ing a baby in 2021 pure en vi ron men tal van dal ism?” 
The au thor sug gested that peo ple should con sider the
“cur rent cli mate emer gency” be fore pro cre at ing…

“For the sci en tif i cally-en gaged per son, there are few
ques tions more trou bling when look ing at the cur rent cli -
mate emer gency than that of hav ing a baby,” Nell Frizzell 

wrote in the fash ion mag a zine…
Po lit i cal com men ta tor Liz Wheeler re acted by tweet -

ing, “This is crazy.  If you don’t have a baby, that won’t
do a THING to im pact the cli mate.  But you’ll de prive
your self of the great est joy you’ve ever known…”

Em ily Domenech, se nior pol icy ad vi sor for House
Mi nor ity Leader Kevin Mc Car thy, lam pooned the ar ti -
cle, “…This is un sci en tific trash, much like the rest of
this deeply silly ar ti cle, … Don’t let them scare you – this 
beau ti ful planet full of in no va tive peo ple will con tinue to 
sur vive and thrive… Don’t waste your chance to be a
par ent be cause of un sci en tific fear mon ger ing.”

Paul Sacca, theblaze.com

Doctors Forced To Do Surgery?

The Biden ad min is tra tion re in stated a pol icy known
as The Transgender Man date, which re quires med i cal fa -
cil i ties to per form gen der-tran si tion pro ce dures and
abor tions, even if it goes against their re li gious con vic -
tions.  Thank fully, a judge has blocked en force ment of
the man date, stat ing that it vi o lated the Re li gious Free -
dom Res to ra tion Act.  At tor ney Luke Good rich, who is
rep re sent ing a re li gious hos pi tal and over 20,000
healthcare work ers in this case, stated, “No doc tor should 
be forced to per form con tro ver sial, med i cally un sup -
ported pro ce dures that are con trary to their con science
and could be deeply harm ful to their pa tients.”

cbn.com – through The Vine and the Branches, 
Autumn 2021

Miraculously Saved 

Chris tian Pro fes sor Oleg Korotkyi and his wife live
in an apart ment near the Gaza bor der in Ashkelon, Is rael.  
He teaches at the One For Is rael He brew Bi ble School. 
Rocket warn ings are not new to them, and he says that
dur ing pre vi ous at tacks he would just con tinue work ing. 
He re counts that this time he was work ing on a re search
pa per, and then, un ex plain ably, he and his wife stood up
and walked out of the room and stood be hind a pro tec tive 
wall.  Two sec onds later, a rocket fired from Gaza hit
their apart ment build ing and de stroyed most of their
apart ment, ex cept where they were stand ing.  They re -
ported they had no in ju ries from the at tack.  They gave
glory to God for pro tect ing them from cer tain death.

Source: godreports.com, from The Vine and the
Branches, Autumn 2021
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I Did Exactly As I Promised
Dr. John R. Rice

When I was pas tor of the First Bap tist Church in
Sham rock, Texas, I think it was in the fall of 1925, I held 
re vival ser vices in the First Bap tist Church of
Wellington, Texas, thirty miles south.  

Af ter the first week of meet ings, on a Sat ur day af -
ter noon, I was driv ing from Wellington back to Sham -
rock.  I must se cure the prom ise of a dear re tired
preacher, Brother Baird, to preach for me Sunday morn -
ing while I was away.  

I must get out the lit tle church pa per, must get fresh
clothes and re turn to Wellington for the Sat ur day night
meet ing.   

We had had many saved at Wellington in that week
and I had preached very ear nestly on soul win ning. 
Whether or not oth ers took it to heart, I surely did.  I had
made God a vow that from that time on, ev ery time He
would move me to speak to some one about his soul, I
would do it, any where.  

As I drove along, I passed a farm wagon.  On the
spring seat was a man, a girl twelve, I sup pose, and a
boy about ten.  The Lord seemed to press on my heart to
stop and speak to those peo ple. 

But I thought, I have so lit tle time!  I must rush
through the work at home and be back in Wellington to
preach to night!  It would be fine to stop and talk to them
an other time, but how could I spare the time now?

While I ar gued with the Lord, I had driven
three-quar ters of a mile be yond the wagon; and God
spoke ac cus ingly to my con science, “But you vowed
that the next time I moved you to speak to any one, you
would do it.  Did you lie to God?”  

“No, I will do what I prom ised!”  So, I turned the car 
about and went on up the road to meet the farm wagon.  I 
stopped the car un der a tree; and as the wagon came be -
side me, I hailed the man.  He stopped the team.  I put
one foot on the doubletree and reached up to shake
hands.  

“I am Brother John R. Rice, pas tor of the First Bap -
tist Church of Sham rock.  I felt I must stop and ask you
if you are a Chris tian man.”

His face was deadly se ri ous, “No, I am not,” he said.  
“None of us are but Mama.  My wife is in the hos pi tal. 
The doc tor is afraid she will not live.  We have just been
to town to the hos pi tal to see her.  She is the only Chris -
tian in the fam ily.”

Then he looked at the chil dren and then to me and
he said, “We have just been talk ing about it.  If Mother
dies, who will there be left to pray for us!”

I told him that in this time of trou ble God was call -

ing him to be saved.  I went into the plan of sal va tion,
sim ply.  How ear nestly he be lieved!  Soon he was glad
for us to bow our heads and pray as the Texas sun beat
down on our un cov ered heads.  Then he trusted the Lord 
be fore his chil dren.

Then the girl and then the boy also trusted Christ. 
They prom ised me that when they went back to the hos -
pi tal to see mother and wife, so des per ately ill, they
would tell her that now the fam ily were all Chris tians.

The Sword of The Lord

Ed i tor: Be care ful what vows you make, es pe cially
unto the LORD, and sec ondly to fel low-be liev ers!  A
vow is a prom ise. “When you make a vow to God, do not
de lay to pay it; For He has no plea sure in fools.  Pay
what you have vowed – Better not to vow than to vow
and not pay.” (Ec cle si as tes 5:4-5)  Per son ally, I be lieve
the word ‘vow’ here means not only fi nances but prom -
ises!  God should n’t have to tell us, who are pro fess ing
Chris tians, for ly ing is of the devil; but He does: “Do
not lie to one an other, since you have put off the old man
with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is re -
newed in knowl edge ac cord ing to the im age of Him who
cre ated him.” Colossians 3:9-10.  If we who in the fam -
ily of God do not stand for truth and righ teous ness, who
will?

A Time

“A time to be born, and a time to die.”  
(Ec cle si as tes 3:2)

By Don ald L. Lorbie 

There was a time when you were con ceived.  Your
life be gan and you grew in your mother’s womb.  Af ter
nine months you were born and even tu ally grew into
adult hood.  You mar ried and had chil dren.  Life was
busy and happy.  But death is com ing; it is as sure as
birth.  There will come a time when you must leave this
life.  Are you ready?  How have you pre pared?  Are you
sure you are saved and ready to face God?  If not, re pent
of your sins and turn to Christ in sim ple faith and re ceive 
Him.  He died to pay the pen alty for your sin.  If you are
saved, live a wise and holy life, ready to meet your
Lord!  Your life will be judged.  Do not waste it!

My faith has found a rest ing place, not in de vice
nor creed,

I trust the ever liv ing One, His wounds for me shall 
plead.

Lidie H. Edmunds, Choice Gleanings



The Heart: 
Man’s Most Central Part 

By Carol Hoikkala, Ed i tor of “Hope for Your Heart”

No mat ter what one’s be lief may be, for the most
part, the heart is seen as the most cen tral part of man. 
Some words per tain ing to the heart that are com monly
used are: heart felt, kind hearted, heart sick, tender -
hearted etc.  Scrip ture also makes it ev i dent that the heart 
is the in ner most cen ter of man.  The Apos tle Paul says,
He who stands stead fast in his heart … has power
over his will…”  God’s Word also tells us that the heart is 
the place of un der stand ing (Prov erbs 8:5), joy and sor -
row (Isa iah 65:14), and a good and evil trea sure (Luke
6:45).  For the Chris tian, the heart is a dwell ing place for
Christ (Ephe sians 3:17), a field to the Seed of God’s
Word (Luke 8:15), the place of peace (Colossians 3:15). 
In Romans 5:5 it says, “The love of God has been
poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was
given to us.”  It is in our heart that we have fel low ship
and com mu nion with GOD.

While most peo ple rec og nize the heart to be the cen -
ter of man, not all view the heart in the same way.  For
some the heart is seen as ba si cally “good.”  For oth ers it is 
seen as “to tally de praved”, and an other group views the
heart as hav ing an “in cli na tion to ward good” and an “in -
cli na tion to ward evil.”  The fol low ing are the dif fer ent
views.

The Good Heart

Be cause Sec u lar Hu man ism de nies the ex is tence of
the Cre ator God it be lieves that there is no such thing as
sin and as a re sult, they view man’s heart as ba si cally
“good.”  They be lieve that all val ues are rel a tive, there is
no right or wrong hence any thing goes.  For the hu man -
ist, the Judeo-Chris tian be liefs and val ues stand in the
way of their uto pian so ci ety and must be erad i cated. 
Their be lief is that if this heart is left to it self to do as it
“feels right,” then peo ple will live har mo ni ously and be
at peace with each other – there will be no wars, etc.  This
is what has been in stilled in chil dren through our pub lic
schools for the past sev eral de cades.  As we look around
it does n’t seem to be work ing out very well.

The “Totally De praved Heart”

The doc trine of “to tal de prav ity,” holds to the be lief
that when Adam and Eve sinned, man’s en tire be ing – his
think ing, emo tions and his will – were per me ated by sin. 
Man is so to tally en slaved by sin that he can only choose
evil – he can not choose good.  He is un able to choose
God and His Sal va tion.  In cluded in this be lief is what is

called “un con di tional elec tion” which means some peo -
ple are cho sen to go to heaven and some to hell – they
have no choice – man has no free will. 

A doc trine that gives a dif fer ent view from that of
“to tally de prav ity” is the doc trine of ‘free will.’  This
doc trine holds to the be lief that, while it is God Who
works within man’s heart to show him his need for sal va -
tion, man ul ti mately has the free dom and the ca pa bil ity to 
ac cept or re ject sal va tion (Ed i tor = It is when God/Holy
Spirit calls unto re pen tance & SALVATION; then em -
pow ered by the same the ca pa bil ity to ac cept or re ject,
which is the bib li cal ba sis of the Morn ing Glory &
HLIF).  Those who sup port the doc trine of “free will”
say, “Elec tion deals with the se lec tion for ser vice, not sal -
va tion.  In fact, it could n’t be talk ing about sal va tion.  Je -
sus and the an gels were part of the elect, but they did n’t
need to be saved.  The Na tion of Is rael was part of the
elect, but not all were saved.”

The Heart In clined To ward “Good” And “Evil.”

Foun da tional to He brew thought is the be lief that,
while man’s heart has an “in cli na tion to ward evil” it also
has an “in cli na tion to ward good,” thus be ing ca pa ble to
chose or re ject the gift of sal va tion.  From a Jew ish un -
der stand ing, the in cli na tion to ward evil ac com pa nies
man’s birth.  He is born with a “… nat u ral sur vival in -
stinct that is wholly gov erned by self-in ter est.  While it
(heart) is the el e ment in the hu man en tity that pro duces
evil, it like ev ery thing else that God cre ated, has some
good.  With out it one would not work, cre ate a fam ily or
oth er wise de velop.”

The “Shin” And Man’s Heart

The “shin” the twenty-first let ter of the He brew al -
pha bet, has been used through out Ju da ism to rep re sent
the name of God.  Dr. John Garr has in cluded in his book,
Bless You, a pic ture of an echocardiogram of the hu man
heart, which re veals some new ev i dence to con sider.

Dr. Garr writes, “When an echocardiogram of the hu -
man heart is made, the tis sues that sep a rate the cham bers
of the heart are aligned in such a way as to man i fest the
He brew let ter shin.”  Is this merely a cu ri ous co in ci -
dence, or is it pos si ble that GOD has left the im print of
his Name on the very heart of ev ery hu man be ing? 
Though the heart is de ceit ful and des per ately wicked so
that only GOD can know it (Jer e miah 17:9), the Eter nal
has main tained a spark in the heart of all men that can be -
come a torch of en light en ment through the word of
faith.” (Note: this should not be taken to mean that God is 
in ev ery body, as the mys tics be lieve.)  The pic ture in -
cluded in Dr. Garr’s book clearly re veals the He brew let -
ter “shin” (v) – God’s Name.  (Ed i tor:  A lit tle of this
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sig nif i cant ar ti cle is taken from the book  Bless You by
Dr. John Garr.)

He braic the ol ogy “… ac knowl edges God’s Ab so -
lute Sov er eignty with the power to pre de ter mine all
things.  On the other hand, it also rec og nizes that if man
is to love God freely, he must do so out of free will.  In
or der to per mit man, the power to choose out of his own
free will, God lim its His own Sov er eignty in much the
same way in which He lim ited His De ity to the fac ul ties
of hu man ity when HE be came man in the Per son of
JESUS.  In this case, God pre de ter mines His will for
man kind but per mits in di vid u als to ex er cise free-will to
choose what coun sel they will fol low.”

Hope For Your Heart

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Walking on the Water With Jesus

By An toi nette Frank

(If we are not mis taken; at one time we knew this
writer by cor re spon dence, who at that time was in

prison)

“Lord, if it’s You, tell me to come to 
You on the wa ter.”  (Mat thew 14:28)

Just like the other eleven dis ci ples cow er ing in the
boat in the early morn ing dark ness, Pe ter was in sight of
the sol i tary ghost-like fig ure that was walk ing to wards
them on the lake.  “Lord if it’s You, tell me to come to
You on the wa ter.”  Pe ter cried out!

When we seek clar ity of the pres ence of God in our
lives and Je sus says to us “come,” it is thrill ing to walk
upon the wa ters with HIM, to mas ter the in cred i ble, and
know that He is God.  But will we keep our eyes on Je -
sus, while per se ver ing through the wind and the waves – 
the hard ships and ad ver si ties that threaten to sink us un -
der their tre men dous weight?  Or will Je sus say to us,
“You of lit tle faith?”

Pe ter was an im pul sive man, and he de sired proof
that it was re ally Je sus Who was walk ing upon the wa -
ters.  But once he got down out of the boat and walked
on the wa ter to ward Je sus, fear pen e trated his be ing
when the fierce hate ful wind whirled around him, flail -
ing his tu nic wildly about his trem bling body. 
Shivering, afraid, and en tranced by the am bi ence of the
mo ment, Pe ter grasped the in sen si ble re al ity that he was
walk ing on wa ter.  Then, with ir re press ible ap pre hen -
sion, he took his con cen tra tion off the face of Christ Je -
sus and fo cused on the vi o lent wind, and thus, he be gan

to sink.  As the fe ro cious waves crashed against his flesh 
and the choppy wa ters swal lowed him up, he was ren -
dered be side him self with dread ful as ton ish ment.  In the
shadow of ut ter help less ness and vex ing fear, he cried
out to Je sus, “Lord save me!” (Mat thew 14:30)

Af ter they were safe in the boat, with an guish thick
in His voice, Je sus said to Pe ter, “You of lit tle faith, why
did you doubt?” (Mat thew 14:31) In deed, Pe ter had
faith, but it was dis torted and unfocused. He had for got -
ten that he was in the ra di ant pres ence of the One who
had on an ear lier oc ca sion re buked the storm with the
words, “Peace be still.” (Mark 4:39)  He had doubted
be cause he had per mit ted fear to per vade his over ac tive
thoughts.  The as sur ance of the Lord, “Never will I for -
sake you,”  (He brews 13:5) had slipped his mind as
peril raged all around him.

The winds that bat tered Pe ter were a fright en ing
dis trac tion.  One mo ment Pe ter was walk ing on wa ter –
ex pe ri enc ing the mi rac u lous won ders of GOD and then,
the next mo ment, af ter tak ing his ob jec tive fo cus off of
Je sus, he found him self de scend ing into the rav ag ing
waves.  As we, too, press to wards Je sus, life will turn up
dis trac tions, and our ‘faith’ will be chal lenged.  But Je -
sus says that if we be lieve, we will “see the glory of
God.” (John 11:40) We will re ceive from God what we
ask of Him, ac cord ing to His will.  (John 16:23)  Je sus
be seeches us to be lieve that God will meet our needs,
heal our hurts, cure dis eases, de liver His be loved chil -
dren from the miry pit of abuse, ad dic tion and op pres -
sion, and pro tect us against the en emy, be cause our God
is Lov ing and Al mighty.

Our Lord, Christ Je sus, wants to trust in the power
of God and rest in the per fect peace of GOD when ever
the men ac ing de vices of trou ble and af flic tion come our
way!  HE wants our faith to rise up to the oc ca sion and
stand the test, so that we may be strength ened and re -
ceive from God “ex ceed ingly abun dantly above all
that we ask or think.” (Ephe sians 3:20)

Hope For Your Heart

“If ever a time should come when vain and
as pir ing men shall pos sess the high est seats in
gov ern ment, our Coun try will stand in need of
its ex pe ri enced pa tri ots to pre vent its ruin.”

“Let each cit i zen re mem ber at the mo ment
he is of fer ing his vote, that he is ex e cut ing one of
the most sol emn trusts in hu man so ci ety, for
which he is ac count able to God and Coun try.”

Sam uel Ad ams 



What About Hell? – Final
“For af ter all it is only just for God to re pay with
af flic tion those who af flict you,  and to give re lief 
to you who are af flicted and to us as well when
the Lord Je sus shall be re vealed from heaven
with His mighty an gels in flam ing fire,  deal ing
out ret ri bu tion to those who do not know God
and to those who do not obey the gos pel of our
Lord Je sus.  And these will pay the pen alty of
eter nal de struc tion, away from the pres ence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power.”  
              (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9)

This is the fi nal ar ti cle in the se ries about Hell and
what peo ple to day think about it ver sus what the Bi ble
says about it.

The preach ing about Hell is the Law in all it’s stern -
ness.  It is de signed to con vict us of our sins and lead us to
fear the wrath of God.  This is nec es sary to pre pare a per -
son’s heart to re ceive the Gos pel.  When peo ple re al ize
their con di tion be fore the Lord and their ab so lute help less -
ness and hope less ness of do ing any thing about it, then the
Law has done it’s work.  When the Gos pel in all it’s sweet -
ness is pre sented to peo ple like this, then the Holy Spirit
has a heart that is ready to “flee from the wrath to come.”

The preach ing about both Heaven and Hell keeps a
bal ance of Fear and Love to God.  If we only talk about
God’s Love and never about His Wrath, then we have an
un bal anced view about the na ture of God.  We can end up
view ing God as a kind old “Grandpa” who plays with his
grand chil dren and would never lift a fin ger against them. 
When we look at the whole coun sel of God, we see He is
filled with lovingkindness, mercy and grace, but we also
see that He has fierce wrath.  We see that He is noth ing less 
than a Di vine War rior and will do noth ing short of con -
quer ing those who are against Him.  “The kings of the
earth take their stand, And the rul ers take coun sel to gether 
Against the LORD and against His Anointed:   ‘Let us tear
their fet ters apart, And cast away their cords from us!’  He
who sits in the heav ens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 
Then He will speak to them in His an ger and ter rify them
in His fury:  … Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron,
Thou shalt shat ter them like earth en ware.” (Psalm 2:2-5, 9)

What about all the preach ers who claim that the Love
of God does n’t al low for such pun ish ment and say they

just can’t rec on cile God’s Mercy with this view of pun ish -
ment?  Well, who are you to tell Al mighty God what to do?  
As the Lord told Job,  “Now gird up your loins like a man;
I will ask you, and you in struct Me.  Will you re ally an nul
My judg ment? Will you con demn Me that you may be jus ti -
fied?” (Job 40:7-8) Af ter all, God judged an gels who re -
belled with hell pres ently, just wait ing the fi nal judg ment. 
“For if God did not spare an gels when they sinned, but
cast them into hell and com mit ted them to pits of dark ness, 
re served for judg ment.”  (2 Pe ter 2:4)  Would God do any
less for hu mans since they are a lit tle lower than the an -
gels? (Psalm 8:5)

Not many peo ple re al ize that Charles Dar win, au thor
of The Or i gin of the Spe cies and the The ory of Evo lu tion
was once at Cam bridge Uni ver sity study ing to be a priest
of the Church of Eng land.  His state ment upon en ter ing the 
priest hood was this, “…and as I did not then in the least
doubt the strict and lit eral truth of ev ery word in the Bi ble,
I soon per suaded my self that our Creed must be fully ac -
cepted.”1  He even re lated the ef fect that Chris tian sing ing
had on him at that time.  “… I ac quired a strong taste for
mu sic, and used very of ten to time my walks so as to hear
on week days the an them in King’s Col lege Cha pel.  This
gave me in tense plea sure, so that my back bone would
some times shiver.”2  One of the things which drove him to
un be lief was the doc trine of Hell.  “I can in deed hardly see
how any one ought to wish Chris tian ity to be true; for if so
the plain lan guage of the text seems to show that men who
do not be lieve, and this would in clude my Fa ther, Brother
and al most all my friends, will be ev er last ingly pun ished. 
This is a dam na ble doc trine.”3

Peo ple to day who deny this same doc trine are start ing
on the same road that Dar win trav eled, be cause even Dar -
win said that “the plain lan guage of the text” tells us this. 
So those who won’t be lieve this must try and ex plain away 
why the plain lan guage does n’t mean what it plainly
states.  Once you start down this road, then the door is
wide open to ex plain away any other doc trine which men
find ob jec tion able.  This is al ready hap pen ing by some in
re gards to what the Scrip tures teach about same-gen der
sex ual re la tions.  The plain lan guage of the text openly
con demns this act, re gard less of how it is prac ticed.  But
now we have cer tain peo ple and min is tries which tell us
that it is al right for this to be prac ticed within the Chris tian
faith.  So they take the plain read ing and make it say what
is not plain by read ing into it cer tain con di tions which
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seem to make it al right.  Dar win was at least con sis tent in
that when he could n’t be lieve what was plainly stated in
the text of Scrip ture, then the only other po si tion is to re -
ject Chris tian ity out right.  Chris tian ity stands alone on
the strict and lit eral truth of ev ery word of the Bi ble, in -
clud ing what it says about Hell.

The Good News is that God has gra ciously pro vided
a way for any one to avoid this place called Hell, have for -
give ness of all their sins and ev er last ing life with Him in a 
place called Heaven.  It is not God’s Will that any one go
to this place called Hell, as God de sires (wills) that all
men be saved.  “This is good and ac cept able in the sight
of God our Sav ior,  who de sires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowl edge of the truth.” (I Tim o thy 2:3-4)  God
has done this in His Son Je sus our Lord.  The sin that sep -
a rates us from God and in curs God’s Wrath against us is
what Je sus came to deal with.  When Je sus died on the
Cross, it was for the sins of all man kind.  “The Lord has
laid on Him the in iq uity of us all.”  (Isa. 53:6)  There is no
sin that God can not for give be cause Je sus has paid it all. 
The rea son that peo ple go to Hell is that they won’t come
to the Sav ior Je sus to be saved.  Re gard less of who you
are and re gard less of what you have or have n’t done, Je -
sus can save you and for give you of all your sins.

Have you come to the Lord Je sus to be saved from
Hell and granted Heaven in stead? In or der to come, it
must be in re pen tance of your sins.  Are you sorry for the
sins you have com mit ted against God?  Are you will ing
to turn away from them?  Are you bro ken hearted of your
sins?     “The sac ri fices of God are a bro ken spirit; A bro -
ken and a con trite heart, O God, Thou wilt not de spise.” 
(Psalm 51:17)  You must have faith in Je sus that He is your
Sav ior and be lieve that He is Who He claimed to be.  He
is the Lord and Sav ior as the Scrip tures de clare.  “For in
this way the en trance into the eter nal king dom of our
Lord and Sav ior Je sus Christ will be abun dantly sup plied 
to you.”  (2 Pe ter 1:11)  So faith in Je sus is to re ceive Him as 
both Sav ior and Lord.  He saves you from your sins and
you now fol low Him as Lord of your life.  Many peo ple
miss this as pect of sal va tion.  Je sus Him self said, “And
why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I
say?”  (Luke 6:46)

The path of Life that Je sus gives that leads to Heaven
is for re pen tance and faith to be your daily life, not just a
one-time act.  “For who ever wishes to save his life shall
lose it; but who ever loses his life for My sake shall find
it.”  (Mat thew 16:25)

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing.com

Return To Me
We have failed to ap ply God’s pre scrip tion for re -

vival given in Joel 2: “Re turn to Me with all your heart, 
and with fast ing, weep ing and mourn ing; and rend
your heart and not your gar ments.” Now re turn to the
Lord your God.  For He is gra cious and com pas sion ate,
slow to an ger, abound ing in lovingkindness. (Joel
2:12-13.)  What if they saw the power of God man i -
fested as an un de ni able force mov ing through the
church of Je sus Christ as she preached the Gos pel un -
asham edly?

In our na tion’s past, God sent Great Awak en ings
and Re vivals to ac ti vate and awaken His Church to both
re turn to de vo tion to Christ and to rise up and lead our
Na tion back to God.  We des per ately need an other
Awak en ing in Amer ica!  There will prob a bly al ways be
prod i gals in the fam ily of God, but God’s end ing to the
story is that the prod i gals come to their senses and re turn 
to the Fa ther’s House.  What will it take to awaken them
so they re al ize the Fa ther’s House is so much better than
the pig sty?  I be lieve it will only come as this gen er a tion
has a true rev e la tion of the Fa ther’s Love that co mes
only through a true knowl edge of Je sus Christ, our
Lord.

Excerpt from The Vine and the Branches,
Autumn, 2021

Re sist the Devil

We have come to a time to day when we are con tin u -
ally on the de fense.  We dig our lit tle spir i tual fox holes
and pile up our sand bags and shoot over the sand bags
with our lit tle spir i tual pea shoot ers and try to keep the
Devil from get ting us, when we ought to be march ing
out like an army and hav ing the Devil run from us.

There is not a verse in the Bi ble that says, “Run
from the Devil.”  BUT there is a verse that says, “Re sist
the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).  

We have such a cheap, weak, flimsy, whimsy brand
of Chris tian ity to day that the Devil can go to sleep on
top of the av er age church and never wake up.

Dr. Curtis Hutson 

Obedience = hear under

Disobedience = hearing along
side



“That They May All Be One”
“That they may all be one, even as thou, Fa ther, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us; that the

world may be lieve that thou didst send me.” 
(John 17:21)

Life must be seen from more than one view point if we
want to gain a proper per spec tive of it.  It un folds it self ac -
cord ing to the laws God has laid down in na ture and such
as we have ex pe ri enced it to be.  It is un for tu nate for the in -
di vid ual and for the group if we in sist upon one sin gle
view point.  Then it is so easy to in sist that all oth ers shall
be and do as we.

There are over …bil lion peo ple on earth to day (USA
alone, appr. 330 mil lion peo ple), and no two of them are
ex actly alike.  Not even two of the bil lions of leaves are
ex actly alike.  Yet pre cisely be cause of this dif fer ence
there is in all cre ation a har mo ni ous in ter play of life which
has in it some thing so in ex press ibly beau ti ful for our sight
and ar tis tic sense. 

Cre ation is as a choir of many thou sand voices; each
one sings his part to pro duce a har mo ni ous whole.  The
har mony is of ten bro ken to day; but when life one day shall 
reach its goal we shall sing with out a sin gle dis cor dant
note.

Let this sub lime thought have a prom i nent place in
your mind.  It is not a thought of man, but of God; it is a di -
vine law that is op er a tive. 

For many peo ple it is em bar rass ing that not all Chris -
tians have ex actly the same views.  They look upon it as a
trag edy that there are so many de nom i na tions and or ga ni -
za tions.  Such a view may be cor rect enough if we have in
mind life as it shall be in Heaven; but here on earth, where
each one un der stands only in part, it is in ad e quate. 

Be fore I dis cuss the rea son for the many and var ied
de nom i na tions and the var i ous views of God’s Truth, I
should like to un der score the truth that all true Chris tians
are united in Christ Je sus.  God sees only a sin gle de nom i -
na tion, a liv ing and united body, a per fect or gan ism, one
build ing con structed of liv ing stones, one fam ily – the
chil dren of one Fa ther. God does not ask to which church
we be long; all that are truly born of God are one in Christ
Je sus!  Their theme-song is of the Lamb that was slain and
of re demp tion in His Blood. …He is more in ter ested in
that “we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and sev er -
ally mem bers one of an other.” (Romans 12:5)  …

Some one may mis un der stand what I now have said, I
shall there have to make a fur ther state ment.  

There is one point on which all Chris tians must teach
and be lieve alike. That point is our view of Je sus Christ,
both what He is in Him self and what He has done for us. 
On this point there can be no di vi sion among Chris tians. 

Those who do not be lieve that Je sus was true God and true
Man, and deny that HE died to atone for our sins and rose
again for our jus ti fi ca tion, can not be counted as Chris -
tians.  We can not be tol er ant on this point be cause this is
the heart of Chris tian ity.  One can lose a fin ger, a hand or a
foot and still be very much alive, but no one can live with -
out a heart.  He is then but a corpse.  Those who rob us of
Christ as He is pic tured to us in the Bi ble have no Chris -
tian ity.

The Christ of the Bi ble ex isted be fore all things, and
all things were made by Him.  He is the Word that was
with God and was God, and who be came flesh and dwelt
among us.  He was con ceived of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Vir gin Mary.  He gave Him self as an of fer ing for our 
sins, was made sin for us, suf fered and died for all, rose
again for our jus ti fi ca tion and as cended into heaven where 
He now ap pears be fore the Fa ther to in ter cede for us.

There is no room for dif fer ence of opin ion on these
points.  They are merely de light ful vari a tions in a har mo -
ni ous whole, but the main theme of the gos pel har mony
here on earth and in Heaven for ever.

Chris tian peo ple: Here we meet as one peo ple and are
united as drops in an ocean.  On this foun da tion we build
the church of Christ on earth, each from his scaf folds will
be re moved, and God will be all in all.    

By Ludvig Hope, Spirit and Power, © 1959 by the
Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation.

Godly Jeal ousy

“For I am jeal ous over you with a godly jeal ousy.”  
(II Co rin thi ans 11:2a)

We speak some times of loy alty, and then we speak of
blind loy alty.  The for mer is good, the lat ter dan ger ous. 
The same can be said of jeal ousy.  Pro tec tive, guard ing
jeal ously is one thing; self ish, fear ful jeal ousy is an other. 
(The Apos tle) Paul com bines the two pos i tive qual i ties of
loy alty and jeal ousy in the first six verses of this chap ter.  It 
could be de scribed as a “zeal ous pro tec tion” of some very
im por tant el e ments of the Chris tian life.  In Paul’s case, he
was jeal ously loyal to the church of God, (vv. 2-3); the
truth of God, (v. 4); and the min is try of God (vv. 5-6). Like 
Paul we too should strive to keep the church pure, as well
as en sur ing that it never leads away from the sim plic ity
that is found in Christ.

Norman Craig Funston 

Faith must obey its Fa ther’s will, as well as trust His
Grace;  A par don ing God is jeal ous still for His own ho li -
ness. — Isaac Watts
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NAMES!
Ex cerpts of Dr. Mi chael Youssef’s – PEN

Through out SCRIPTURE, names hold deep sig nif i -
cance.  That’s why God of ten changed a per son’s name,
like Abram to Abra ham and Ja cob to Is rael; it was to
show that HE was giv ing them a new pur pose.  If names
are im por tant for cre ated be ings, think of the weight
they must hold when they de scribe God!

The di vine names of the Al mighty re veal His na -
ture, His iden tity, His sov er eignty, and His will. 

“Yahweh Rohi” – GOD OUR SHEPHERD 

“The LORD is my shep herd, I lack noth ing.” 
(Psalm 23:1)

In our mod ern world, most of us are far re moved
from sheep or shep herd ing so when we hear that God is
Yahweh Rohi, we maybe don’t re al ize that He is our
Shep herd for ev ery thing.  With out a good shep herd, a
sheep is li a ble to be picked off by a pred a tor, wan der off
into dan ger ous ter rain, or suc cumb to the el e ments.  Our
Good Shep herd not only sup plies all our needs, God’s
Word tells us He “is able to do im mea sur ably more than
all we ask or imag ine” (Ephe sians 3:20).  With God as
our Yahweh Rohi, we are al ways in good hands.

His Grace is per fect, and His peace is en dur ing.  His
lead ing is thought ful and per sonal, and His com fort su -
pe rior to all oth ers.  His com pan ion ship is eter nal (Ed.
As we obey His Word, out of Love) and He ban ishes all
our fears.  He pro vides so abun dantly that our en e mies

will see His bless ings and flee.  He has anointed us for
fu ture glory, and His good ness and mercy over flow in
the pres ent. 

Praise Yahweh Rohi, our Shep herd!  What ever
you’re go ing through, know that HE cares for you.  He
loves you with an ev er last ing Love.  Draw near to Him,
and He will re fresh your soul.  Lis ten to His voice, and
He will lead you along the right paths.  Even in the dark -
est val ley, He will not aban don you.

IF you were to ask Isa iah 43:21 he would an swer,
“That I might pro claim God’s praise” (see Isa iah
43:21).  Or if you were to ask the same of Pe ter af ter his
re pen tance and res to ra tion fol low ing his de nial of
Christ, he would pro fess, “That I might bring praise,
glory, and honor to Christ Je sus my Lord” (I Pe ter
1:6-7).    And Paul would un doubt edly re spond, “My life 
is for the praise of His glory” (see Ephe sians 1:6, 12,
14). 

How do I Know if my Wor ship is Pleasing to God?

There is one thing that GOD looks for in the heart of 
the wor shiper: hu mil ity/need.  True wor ship in volves
to tal sur ren der that says with John the Bap tist: He must
be come greater; I must be come less” John 3:30. If Je sus 
is not in creas ing and we are not de creas ing we have not
yet learned to be true wor ship ers.  This was John’s clear
mis sion for life; this is why Je sus called John the great -
est among men. (see Mat thew 11:11)

None of the things we of ten strive for in life were
what made John a true wor shiper of the LORD.  He did
not seek peo ple’s ap proval or ac cep tance or ad mi ra tion.  
Af ter 400 years with out a pro phetic voice in Is rael, 
John could have al lowed all the at ten tion to go to his
head, but be cause his mo tives were pure, he hum bly
pointed to Je sus: “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!”  (see John 1:19-29).  

A clear mis sion for life and pure mo tives –- keep
these two things at the fore front of your life and wit ness, 
and I prom ise you, you will be great in the eyes of God
(see Mat thew 11:11).  You will be a true wor shiper of
the Liv ing God.

Excerpts taken from My Journal (Praise His Name),
Leading the Way

“But the hour is com ing, and now is, when the true 
wor ship ers will wor ship the Fa ther in spirit and truth;
for the Fa ther is seek ing such to wor ship Him.  God is
Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must wor ship in
spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)  “There fore, since we
are re ceiv ing a king dom which can not be shaken, let us
have grace, by which we may serve God ac cept ably with 
rev er ence and godly fear.”  (He brews 12:28)

When I was young, I said to God,

“Lord, tell me the mys tery of the uni -

verse.”  God seemed to say, “That

knowl edge is re served for Me alone.” 

So, I said, “God, tell me the mys tery of

the pea nut.”  God seemed to say, “Well, 

George, that’s more nearly your size!” 

And the Lord told me!  

George Wash ing ton Carver



Timeless Love
By Pas tor Troy Tysdal 

It would be the last time the young pas tor would
visit the old man, and there was some thing heavy on the
old man’s heart. He had spent the last few months in
phys i cal pain, but that was not what trou bled him now. 
Now he seemed at peace with the pain, and even to ac cept 
his im pend ing death.  There was no more re sis tance, at
least not for him self.  What trou bled the old man now,
what kept him hang ing on, was the one he would leave
be hind!  He had been car ing for the woman who had
cared for him for so many years. The woman who had
made sure there was a meal wait ing for him when he
worked over time at the of fice.  The woman who had read
sto ries and rocked their chil dren to sleep.  The woman
who had shown him both love and for give ness for over
60 years.  He had been hid ing her de men tia, not that peo -
ple no ticed, but that he had done his best to care for her
and to keep them to gether in their home.  That was over
now, and he knew it.  In the old man’s fi nal mo ments, the
young pas tor had hoped to talk about Je sus, but the old
man had only his wife on his mind.

When peo ple have the op por tu nity to share their last
words, you can be sure of this; the sub ject will be one of
ex treme im por tance to them.  We of ten think of the Great
Com mis sion as the fi nal words of JESUS CHRIST.  They 
were given to us af ter His death and res ur rec tion – just
be fore His as cen sion into Heaven.  Je sus had called His
dis ci ples to Gal i lee, and He had told them to go –- to
make dis ci ples of all na tions.  HE told them to bap tize
and to teach, and HE prom ised to be with them al ways. 
His words mat tered.  They were of the ut most im por -
tance.  

But they are not the only fi nal words we have from
our LORD.  

JOHN 19:25-27

Near the Cross of Je sus stood His mother, His
mother’s sis ter, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag -
da lene.  When Je sus saw His mother there, and the dis ci -
ple whom He loved stand ing nearby, He said to her,
“Woman, here is your son,” and to the dis ci ple, “Here is
your mother.”  From that time on, this dis ci ple took her
into his home.

The words of Je sus to the Apos tle John, the dis ci ple
whom He loved, show us Je sus’ hu man ity.  They show
us, that is His dark est hour, He looked be yond Him self to
care for the woman who had cared for Him.  It is a ten der,
in ti mate mo ment in which we can feel the love of Je sus
for His mother.  He has big ger prob lems to worry about
than Mary.  He has been nailed to a cross.

HE is bleed ing and in pain.  HIS Fa ther in Heaven
has for saken Him, yet He charges the dis ci ple whom He
loved to care for His mother.  

Can you feel it?
This was some one of ex treme im por tance to Je sus.
Per haps that mo ment of ten der ness should be the

lens through which we read the Great Com mis sion!  Je -
sus speaks with an in ti mate love, as with the love of a son
for his mother, a hus band for his wife, a grand fa ther for a
grand mother, as He charges His fol low ers to go into the
world to make dis ci ples of all na tions –- Je sus was tell ing 
them, “Bring my chil dren home.”

When I sat with the old man, many years ago, I told
him, “God loves grandma more than you do, and He has
not for got ten her.”

Per haps that is the mes sage you need to hear to day?
You are not for got ten.  You are some one of ex treme

im por tance to Je sus, and you are not alone.  Let the
‘Truth’ find a place in your heart, and may the God of
peace fill you with the love of HIM who calls you home.

Faith and Fellowship

Ed i tor’s Note; I re mem ber very clearly, as one of my
broth ers-in-law was lay ing on his ‘death-bed’, I trust that 
I shall never for get as long as I am with you in this earthly 
jour ney – WE HAVE TO GET THEM IN, speak ing of
fam ily mem bers in par tic u lar.  Will there be any fam ily
mem bers ‘miss ing’ when you and I reach that BANQUET 
ta ble, by the Grace of GOD?

The Greatest Gift

“Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy call -
ing … ac cord ing to his own pur pose and grace,

which was given us in Christ Je sus be fore the world
be gan.”  (II Tim o thy 1:9)

Most gifts we re ceive from oth ers are given to us dur -
ing our life time!  But the great est gift ever of fered to us
was given to us in Christ be fore the world be gan.  That
glo ri ous fact speaks to us of the great ness of the gift and
the love and com mit ment of the Giver.  There is noth ing
we could do to earn or de serve it be cause the gift was
given be fore we were even born.  Thanks be unto God
for His un speak able GIFT! — Ken Gross 

Thank you, Lord, for sav ing my soul; thank you
Lord, for mak ing me whole;

Thank you, Lord, for giving to me, Thy great Sal va -
tion so rich and free. — S. & B. Sykes, 

Choice Gleanings, 2014
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Altar Steps

The Hauge Innermission is look ing into re print -
ing the daily de vo tional en ti tled “Al tar Steps.”  This
is a daily de vo tional writ ten by Pas tor R.P.
Haakonson and is suit able for fam i lies with chil dren. 
It is evan ge lis tic in na ture.

We printed 100 cop ies of this de vo tional about
10 years ago and we have sold all of them.  We are
thank ful for ev ery one who ob tained a copy.  We are
want ing to know if there is in ter est in re print ing this
work again.  If you are in ter ested in get ting a copy of
this, please just drop us a note ex press ing your in ter -
est in this.  Just use the en ve lope in the cen ter of the
Morn ing Glory to ex press your in ter est.  You are not
com mit ting to buy a copy, just that you are in ter ested 
in ob tain ing a copy if it were avail able.

Thank you in ad vance for your help and in ter est
in this min is try.

UpDate

“I found it nec es sary to write to you ex hort ing
you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which was

once for all de liv ered to the saints.” (Jude 3)

IT PAYS TO PRAY & GIVE!

A fam ily of three (Fa ther, Mother & old est son)
rode to gether to get the son en rolled in a higher
school of ed u ca tion.  When the son (which we will
call “Todd”) got his dorm room in his fresh man year,
the room was fur nished with just the bare es sen tials,
but by the time Todd brought along his fa vor ite trea -
sures, the dorm-room was in deed more in vit ing.  

Right be fore the par ents left, the fa ther dropped
off a copy of the Morn ing Glory on his desk.  The son 
would not miss it.  In the mid dle of the Morn ing
Glory Dad had placed a $.... bill.  

When Christ mas time came, there was a break at
school, fa ther, mother and youn gest son rode to a
given des ti na tion to pick up Todd.  On the way back,
the youn gest son asked Todd, ‘Did you find the cur -
rency that Dad had put in your copy of the Morn ing
Glory?’  ‘$...?  I dis carded the Morn ing Glory, I
mean, it was a mis take.  Boy I could have used that
cash!  These two sons now are a num ber of years
older and they now con tinue to read the Morn ing
Glory.  In Read ing the Morn ing Glory from cover to
cover, they both say that they find ‘new wor thy in -
for ma tion’ and/or some of the old truths that they had 
al ready known, be came fresh once again be ing it is
based on the Bi ble and con cerned that oth ers may get 
saved or nour ished in their life for the fu ture.

Isn’t this a good bib li cal mo ti va tion to se ri ously
con sider giv ing the Morn ing Glory sub scrip tion to
loved ones, neigh bors and friends for a
CHRISTMAS GIFT, An ni ver sary, Grad u a tion, etc? 
Just send in their names and ad dresses with a do na -
tion and we will seek to ac com plish the rest.

Thank you for your con cern for us.


